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The LED
flowers in

Beth Galston’s
“Luminous
Garden No. 2
(Night
Meadow)” wave
on wire stems.

‘Annual,
a la carte

From noodles to nature,
the DeCordova serves up
works from 12 area artists

William Hosie’s construction “Siting: Strike Four” creates a
perfect balance of playfulness and horror.

Toru Nakanishi By Christine Temin
turns noodles GLOBE STAFF

into poetry in LINCOLN — The plethora of internation-
computer- al biennials, from Sao Paulo to Istanbul,
manipulated with their ambitious attempts to take the
images like Art pulse of the entire art world,
“Grand Western b make me grateful for the scale
#1457 Review and scope of the DeCordova

“Annual.” Since 1989, this exhi-
bition has presented a small number of art-
ists from New England without arguing that
there’s any current prevalent style in the re-
gion. This is always a something-for-every-
one show.

Of the 12 artists in this year’s batch, the
majority were unknown to me — and that’s a
good thing. It means the team of curators
who organized the show — Rachel Rosen-
field Lafo, Nick Capasso, George Fifield, and
Alexandra Novina — are doing their job,
which is to scout out talent through endless
studio visits, give each artist a decent
amount of space, document his or her work
in a handsome if slim catalog, and perhaps
launch or boost careers.

Photography and installation are the
strongest media this year, and at the top of
the list is the young Japanese-born Toru Na-
kanishi. He turns noodles into poetry — a
process about as likely-sounding as turning
dross into gold. Struck by the fact that the
single ration of instant ramen noodles is as
popular here as in its (and his) country of
origin, he turned the fast food into a meta-
phor for uprooting himself from one culture
and adjusting to another. He arranges the
stuff on the bed of a computer scanner, ma-
nipulates the scans in various ways, and
turns out inkjet prints of haunting beauty.
Depending on how he’s arranged them, they
Soft grays define sea and sky in Mary Lang’s “Straight Wharf, Nantucket, MA.” DECORDOVA, Page D26







