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At the Berkshire Museum
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Jerry Lerman installs ‘Ice Forest,” a piece by his wife, Somerville artist Beth Galston, at the Berkshire Museum in
Pittsfield as part of the ‘Presence of Light’ exhibition. The installation is made of clear resin rose stems.

Art shaped
by light

By Charles Bonenti
Berkshire Eagle Staff
PITTSFIELD
It might, in other circumstances,

coat of blue given the title wall outside
the Berkshire Museum’s new exhibi-
tion, “Presence of Light,” is a telling
clue to what lies within. It shows how
color alone can create an illusion of
luminosity.

That is but one of principles at work
in this ambitious show featuring the
work of 20 contemporary artists. Guest-
curated by Kathleen Gilrain, director of
the Smack Mellon Studios in Brooklyn,
N.Y,, it opens today and will run
through Oct. 31.

The artworks include ones that —
like the entrance wall — create illu-
sions of light through color or shadow;
or that reflect or transmit light; or that
glow or produce an image because of
some chemical or physical action.
There are photographs, wall paintings,
sculptures, installations and videos.

“It’s about the ways light can trans-
form a thing so we have no idea what it
is,” said Gilrain during a tour of the
partially installed exhibition last Fri-
day.

She pointed to Mary Temple’s
“Southwest Corner,” a wall painting
that appeared to be the shadow cast by
a skylight; Gregory Barsamian’s “No
Never Alone,” a hooded figure made
to appear animated by strobe lights;
and Sheila Moss’ “Night Fisher,” an
array of cotton swabs dipped in phos-
phorescent paint and suspended to
look like curtains of stars.

LIGHT, continued on D4 ‘Furasato’ by Kim Koga is blown glass displayed in a found suitca;é.







