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RAE ARMANTROUT

Old Tricks

For light

so loved

the light

that it kindled
what it touched
and answered itself

wherever it went.

Now the lightning strike
of the chameleon

and the hard eye

of the blue-black bug

it’s swallowing.

All tricks

of the light—
old favorites,
new kinks.

From a bathtub
Beth Galston, Untitled (Three Forms), 2014, intaglio

print, Akua ink on rice paper, 12 1/2in. x 121/2 in.
Photo, Stewart Clements. Courtesy the artist.

each night

let crickets sing.
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Beth Galston, Drilled #4, 2015, intaglio print, Beth Galston, Drilled #1, 2014, intaglio print,

Akua ink on Revere paper, 30 in. x 33 in. Photo, Akua ink on Revere paper, 30 in. x 33 in. Photo,

Stewart Clements. Courtesy the artist. Stewart Clements. Courtesy the artist.
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Beth Galston, Drilled #3, 2015, intaglio print,
Akua ink on Revere paper, 30 in. x 33 in. Photo,

Stewart Clements. Courtesy the artist.
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ELIZABETH GRAVER

[mpom'ble Math

Dyo wHicH 1s Dio which is Dios which is God (but only one, not
three), the unnamable, the One Without a Name. My grandmother, Re-
becca (née Cohen) Baruch Levy, was born a Sephardic Jew in Istanbul
(called Constantinople by her people at the time) in what might, by the
Gregorian calendar, have been 1903, but since they went by the Hebrew
and Ottoman calendars, her birthday sits just out of reach.

This much we know: one dia in primavera, an ija was born.

What did she speak as she grew towards words? What didn’t she
speak? At home, she spoke Ladino, but they called it Spanyol, or Espan-
yol, or Spanyol-Muestro,a medley of fifteenth-century Castilian Spanish,
Hebrew, Turkish, French, Greek, Portuguese, Catalan. These days, it’s
called Ladino or Judeo-Spanish or Judezmo or Judéo-Espagnol and is
listed in UNESCO’s Atlas of the World Languages in Danger as “severely
endangered] along with 526 other languages, among them Awa pit, Lil-
looet, and Ak.

If I cannot speak my grandmother’s lingua de leche, 1 can say a few
phrases. I have found—rare luck!—a teacher fifteen miles down the

road.
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CHRIS ABANI's most recent books are The Secret History of Las Vegas, The Face: A Memoir
and Sanctificum. He is the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, a PEN/Hemingway Award,
and a Lannan Literary Fellowship. A member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, he

is a professor of English and Comparative Literary Studies at Northwestern University.

ANDRE ACIMAN teaches comparative literature at the Graduate Center, CUNY, and is the
author, most recently, of Enigma Variations. This essay is taken from his forthcoming book
Homo Irrealis.

RAE ARMANTROUT's most recent books are Partly: New and Selected Poems (Wesleyan,
2016) and Entanglements, a chapbook of poems in conversation with physics (Wesleyan, 2017).
Her book Versed won the 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry.

STEVEN CARROLL is an Australian writer and the author of ten novels. He has won the Miles
Franklin Literary Award, the Prime Minister's Literary Award, and the Commonwealth Writers
Prize. He has been shortlisted for international awards, notably France's Prix Femina Literary
Award for Best Foreign Novel in 2005. He lives in Melbourne with his partner and son.

CYRUS CASSELLS is the author of five books of poetry including The Crossed-Out Swastika,
which was a finalist for the Balcones Prize for Best Poetry Book of 2012. Among his honors are
a Lannan Literary Award, a William Carlos Williams Award, and a Lambda Literary Award. He
is a professor of English at Texas State University and lives in Austin.

MICHAEL CUNNINGHAM is the author of the novels A Home at the End of the World, Flesh
and Blood, The Hours (winner of the Pen/Faulkner Award & Pulitzer Prize), The Snow Queen,
Specimen Days, and By Nightfall, as well as the nonfiction book, Land's End: A Walk in Prov-
incetown. He lives in New York and teaches at Yale University.

KWAME DAWES is the author of twenty books of poetry and numerous books of fiction, crit-
icism, and essays. His most recent collection, City of Bones: A Testament (Northwestern Uni-
versity Press) will appear in 2017 along with his edited anthology of Haitian poetry, A Bloom
of Stones. He is the editor of Prairie Schooner and teaches at the University of Nebraska and
in the Pacific MFA Program.

NICK FLYNN is the author of three memoirs, The Reenactments, The Ticking Is the Bomb: A
Memoir of Bewilderment, and Another Bullshit Night in Suck City, which was made into the
film Being Flynn. He is the author of four books of poetry, My Feelings, The Captain Asks for a
Show of Hands, Some Ether, which won the PEN/Joyce Osterweil Award, and Blind Huber. He
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has been awarded fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation, the Library of Congress,
the Amy Lowell Trust, and the Fine Arts Work Center.

BETH GALSTON's recent exhibits include “Branching Out: Trees as Art,” Peabody Essex Mu-
seumn, Salem. “Luminous Garden (Aerial)” will be featured in a solo exhibition at the Mattatuck
Museum in Waterbury in 2017. Her awards include a 2013 Massachusetts Artists Fellowship;
a Radcliffe fellowship; an NEA InterArts award, and residencies at Yaddo and MacDowell.

RANDY GARBER is the recipient of awards from the Wynn Newhouse Foundation, the Puffin
Foundation, and the Capelli dAngeli Foundation. Her work can be found in the Boston Muse-
um of Fine Arts, the DeCordova Museum, the Boston Athenaeum, and other collections. She
teaches at the Massachusetts College of Art and Design.

JANE GOLDMAN has designed installations for the Massachusetts Port Authority, the Ken-
nedy Transit Center in Providence, and the City of Cambridge. Her work is included in the
Bibliothéque Nationale, the Brooklyn Museum, the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, the Fogg
Art Museum, the Detroit Institute of Art, and other collections.

ELIZABETH GRAVER's most recent novel, The End of the Point, was long-listed for the 2013
National Book Award. Her work has appeared in Best American Short Stories, Best American
Essays, and The PEN O. Henry Prize Stories.

STRATIS HAVIARAS is a poet and fiction writer living in Athens. His most recent novel, writ-
ten in Greek, is AXNA (Kedros, 2014). He is the founding editor of Harvard Review.

BRENDA HILLMAN has published nine collections of poetry with Wesleyan University Press,
including, most recently, Seasonal Works with Letters on Fire (2013). She collaborated with
Garrett Caples and Paul Ebenkamp on an edition of Richard O. Moore's Particulars of Place.
Hillman is the Filippi Professor of Poetry at St. Mary's College of California.

EDWARD HIRSCH's most recent book is Gabriel: A Poem (Knopf, 2014).

FANNY HOWE's most recent collection of poetry is Second Childhood from Graywolf Press.
She was a finalist for the 2014 National Book Award and for the Man Booker International
Award, 2015. Her newest collection, The Needle's Eye, was published in 2016.

JOEL JANOWITZ's work is held in the Whitney Museum of American Art, the Minneapolis
Institute of Arts, the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, the Harvard Museums, and the Yale Uni-
versity Art Gallery. He has taught at Wellesley College, the Massachusetts College of Art/
Fine Arts Work Center's Low-Residency MFA program, and the School of the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston.
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